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UK university applications fall by 4%,
Ucas figures show
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Nervous universities await clearing as
student applications fall
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A-level results day: Fears grow over
unconditional university offers as some
students stop attending school

‘We expect the Office for Students to take appropriate action over unconditional offers’
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Russell Group universities in Clearing 2017




University offers cash to students
willing to defer for a year

Oxford University college to honour offers ‘irrespective of
A-level results’

Oxford and Cambridge urged to follow suit and give unconditional places to pupils ‘unfairly downgraded by
an algorithm’

How Will Universities Respond To Exam
Results Changing?

News

Universities agree to honour all first choice offers
for pupils who hit grades after U-turn
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UCAS

* Main way to apply for full-time university
places in the UK

e Link between students and universities

* Over 2.5 million applications by 650,000
students processed every year by UCAS




The UCAS timetable

September: application process opens

15 October: closing date for Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry,
Veterinary Science

15 January: closing date for ‘on-time’ applications to other
institutions/courses

Nov- March: offers/decisions by universities received through UCAS



Sources:

* Online Research
 UCAS Fairs and Prospectuses
* QOpen Days

* Teachers/Friends/Family
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Choose your future

Explore your options, apply to university, and more

‘Inform&Ton and advice v |

Information and advice

Events and key dateg
Videos o ,
y WE'RE YOUR = WE'RE YOUR
STUDENT STUDENT

ACCOMMODATION ACCOMMODATION

JOIN US! JOIN US!

Going to university?

UNITE UNITE
STUDENTS STUDENTS

Not sure what to do? Further education Careers Alternatives to universitv
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Application Methods

e Online: www.ucas.com

* Electronic Forms
- easy to use
- password protected
- can be accessed from anywhere
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You can apply for up to 5 courses

Only need to be in order when you choose your firm and
Insurance options

Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science/Medicine can only
apply for 4 of the same course — 5t has to be different

Try to keep course choices similar if not the same




Confidential Process

French & Mathematics: Birmingham
University

-rench & Italian: Bristol University
-rench & Politics: Cardiff University

-rench & Spanish: Nottingham
University

French: Swansea University




| '( :AS Contact us | Help | Print page

<lLog out

Personal details

= Welcome > Personal details
Welcome

Personal detsils
Some of these details have been copied automatically from the information given when you first
Choices registered.

Education Compulsory fields are marked with an asterisk (*).

Empioyment Before leaving this section please click 'save' to avoid losing any information. When you have finished

ok it all the entries please click on 'section completed' and 'save’.
[E-E ) L2 11

)

Reference
Need guidance? Watch the video advice below [Hids videc].

\View all details
? Personal details how to

Pay/Send

Help

Options/Opsiynau

Key

Poaon detnéa
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v Completed
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In progress MRS RS
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MNot staried (Unable to view videos here? You can watch them at www ucas com/connsctivideos instead)




Remember:
Take your time!

* Check course codes and ALL boxes are filled in correctly

* Check grammar and spelling with a dictionary

 Print it out and check it



Common Errors

Course or institution code
Residential category

Fee code

Reference

Loose papers or missing information




What is the Personal Statement?

= 4,000 characters or 47 lines

apply

Welcome

= A structured statement all about you
and why you deserve a place on your
chosen course

= Vital to admissions process

Siatement

Remember: No perfect formula T
Pay/Send

Help

Options/Opsiynsu



What should you include?

4 N

HOBBIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

= Do you have a part-time job?
= Are you a member of any clubs or
societies?

‘A= Can this be related to the course?

/

Reasons for application

Academic Interest

Work Experience

Career Aspirations

Hobbies and Responsibilities



Personal Statem

Activity

What you have
done

Benefit

What skills it has
given you

Course

How these relate
to your course



Example: Making the most of you

“I was captain of the school football team and
have always been good at sports”




m

xample: Making the most of you

“As captain of the school football team, | have developed
excellent team working skills. | also feel that playing football
has provided me with the experience of successfully
balancing my academic and social life and | plan to continue
this balance whilst at university”




Our Personal Statement top tips

Do: Do not:

* Detailed research Give excuses
* Plan your argument Copy others
* Include academic qualities as well as Be negative

hobbies
* Be positive
* Check spelling
* Print a copy

Name universities
Sell yourself short

Waffle
Lie!l ;_E;
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Similarity Detection Service

* Personal Statements are checked against a library of those already in
the system, and from a variety of websites and paper publications
* Each new statement is added to the library after processing

KMake sure that your personal statement is your own work

Ve will carry out checks to verify that vour perzonal statement i vour own work, If it appears to have
been copied from another 2ource we will inform the universitiez and colleges to which vou have applied.
They will then take the action they conzider appropriate. VWe will alzo contact vou by email to tell vou that
thiz hags happened.

I zection completed




Finally, do not go over the top ...

....and when I'm not working towards World Peace, |
enjoy learning languages from scratch, writing

symphonies and playing a standard of golf that Tiger

THLY00T!

Woods can only dream about.
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UCAS Advisers Providers Corporate Events Connect

Next event: There are no upcoming events for this
section. - More events

Prog ress Keyword search Q

16-18 Choices Undergraduate Conservatoires Teacher Training Postgraduate Not sure ?

Getting started Find career ideas Search and Apply Help and support

Home » UCAS » 16-18 Choices » Search and Apply » Writing a pers

Key dates Writing a personal statement

Applying

To apply for a course you'll need to complete a personal statement. A personal statement is your opportunity to sell
Choosing where to study or yourself to your prospective school, college or training provider.
train

UCAS Progress personal

How to use UCAS Progress
statements

Interview tips

Qualifications you can
take

Writing a personal

statement

Apprenticeships

Traineeships

> Cd®» .~ <

UCAS Progress on ’ Tips and advice on how to write a personal statement

Twitter

about 23 hours agoe?
New AS and A level
qualifications are being

introduced from Sept 2015 - Why are you applying for your chosen course(s)?
get the facts ow ly/RpeEu?

Writing about the course

S A Explain why yqu want to do your phosgn course. For examplg somebody who yvanted to v_vork with animals might
PARENTS: Find out how you can write 'l would l!ke to study BTEC in animal care as | am passionate about looking after animals. | already look after
help your son or daughter after two dogs and it will help me in my future career plans.’

their GCSEs ow.ly/RpegB &7

T T O e
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After completing the application

* Reference

e Estimated Grades

*Open

*Fair

e Strengths

*Suitability -
Contribution
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UCAS Track

Welcome to Track

Please log in to view your choices and track your application

Personal ID

Password

Login >}

Having trouble logging in?

1at haj

Version 4.26.0

ens next?

Student submits
application to
7 UCAS

UCAS send to
each institution

Tutor receives
application and
makes decision
on student

Admissions tutor
advises UCAS of
decision

UCAS informs
student of
decision




Interviews

Unconditional The place is yours! ..
i y e Medicine

* Dentistry
* Pharmacy
e Healthcare Sciences

Conditional Must meet set academic
requirements by 315t August

Unsuccessful University is not able to make
you an offer

YOUR RESPONSES: Other subjects may also require interviews

FIRM CHOICE Your first choice university
INSURANCE If you fail to meet the offer
CHOICE requirements of your Firm
choice, this is your back-up

DECLINE You do no wish to attend these Applicant Information days are your

universities chance to find out more




* If you do not receive any offers or decline
all 5, you can apply to more universities
using the Extra option on UCAS Track

o

ra

I

* Accessed through UCAS website

e UCAS Extra runs from February to July




Conclusion

Good applicants should:

|
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Apply early
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Be positive, and

Pay attention to detail




CLOSING DATES %

e Draft 1 —Personol Statement - 2-10-20

Completion Dates—Early Entries

Oxford / Cambridge / Medicine / Dentistry/ Vleterinary Studies
2-10-2020

All Other Forms: 23 -10-2020

Mentoring/ Co-ordinators

*13P AS 13L RHT -AJ
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A  Undergraduate

Applying to university

UCAS Undergraduate: advice for parents and

guardians

Explore this section =

\A/A! __'.’_'__f.., = e
\ \/D 1NT | TCQ \ et irrac
vveve got I01S OT resources

support students apply to uni.

https://www.ucas.com/file/101806/download?token=2DHk4PXV

and information dedica

UCAS for parents in under 90 seconds

Helen, a UCAS adviser whose son is making his application to
university this year, explains how an open day visit will help your child
choose the right course, and gives her tips on how to make the most

of the visit

apprenticeship
'

Advertisement. Why the ads?

UCAS

Apprenticeshps
~—




