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• Main way to apply for full-time university 
places in the UK

• Link between students and universities

• Over 2.5 million applications by 650,000 
students processed every year by UCAS 



September: application process opens

15 October: closing date for Oxbridge, Medicine, Dentistry, 
Veterinary Science

15 January: closing date for ‘on-time’ applications to other 
institutions/courses

Nov- March: offers/decisions by universities received through UCAS



Sources:

• Online Research

• UCAS Fairs and Prospectuses

• Open Days

• Teachers/Friends/Family





• Online: www.ucas.com

• Electronic Forms 
- easy to use
- password protected
- can be accessed from anywhere  



• You can apply for up to 5 courses

• Only need to be in order when you choose your firm and 
insurance options

• Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Science/Medicine can only 
apply for 4 of the same course – 5th has to be different

• Try to keep course choices similar if not the same



French & Mathematics: Birmingham 
University 

French & Italian: Bristol University

French & Politics: Cardiff University

French & Spanish: Nottingham 
University

French: Swansea University





Take your time!

• Check course codes and ALL boxes are filled in correctly

• Check grammar and spelling with a dictionary

• Print it out and check it   



• Course or institution code

• Residential category

• Fee code

• Reference

• Loose papers or missing information 



 4,000 characters or 47 lines

 A structured statement all about you 
and why you deserve a place on your 
chosen course

 Vital to admissions process 

Remember: No perfect formula



 Why do you want to study the subject?
 Have you been inspired by your current 

studies? If so, by which topics?
 Have you done any background reading? 

ACADEMIC INTEREST:
Academic Interest

Work Experience

Career Aspirations

Hobbies and Responsibilities

Reasons for application

 Essential for some courses e.g. Medicine 
and Nursing

 What experiences have you gained?
 More importantly, what skills have you 

learnt in the process? 

WORK EXPERIENCE:

 What career are you working towards?
 What do you hope to gain from degree?
 Where do you see your degree taking 

you?

CAREER ASPIRATIONS:

 Do you have a part-time job?
 Are you a member of any clubs or 

societies? 
 Can this be related to the course? 

HOBBIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:



Good

What you’ve done

Better

What skills it has 
given you

Best

How these relate 
to your course

Activity
What you have 

done

Benefit
What skills it has 

given you

Course
How these relate 

to your course



“I was captain of the school football team and 
have always been good at sports’’



“As captain of the school football team, I have developed 
excellent team working skills. I also feel that playing football 

has provided me with the experience of successfully 
balancing my academic and social life and I plan to continue 

this balance whilst at university”



Do:

• Detailed research
• Plan your argument
• Include academic qualities as well as 

hobbies
• Be positive
• Check spelling 
• Print a copy

Do not:

• Give excuses
• Copy others 
• Be negative
• Name universities
• Sell yourself short
• Waffle
• Lie! 



• Personal Statements are checked against a library of those already in        
the system, and from a variety of websites and paper publications

• Each new statement is added to the library after processing



… and when I’m not working towards World Peace, I

enjoy learning languages from scratch, writing

symphonies and playing a standard of golf that Tiger

Woods can only dream about.’







After completing the application

•Reference

•Estimated Grades

•Open

•Fair

•Strengths

•Suitability -
Contribution





TYPES OF OFFERS:

Unconditional The place is yours!

Conditional Must meet set academic 
requirements by 31st August

Unsuccessful University is not able to make 
you an offer

YOUR RESPONSES: 

FIRM CHOICE Your first choice university

INSURANCE 
CHOICE

If you fail to meet the offer 
requirements of your Firm 
choice, this is your back-up

DECLINE You do no wish to attend these 
universities

Interviews

• Medicine
• Dentistry
• Pharmacy
• Healthcare Sciences

Other subjects may also require interviews

Applicant Information days are your 
chance to find out more 



• If you do not receive any offers or decline 
all 5, you can apply to more universities 
using the Extra option on UCAS Track 

• Accessed through UCAS website

• UCAS Extra runs from February to July



Good applicants should:

Apply early

Be positive, and

Pay attention to detail  



CLOSING DATES
• Draft 1 –Personol Statement  - 2-10-20

Completion Dates–Early Entries

Oxford / Cambridge / Medicine / Dentistry/ Veterinary Studies
2 – 10 - 2020

All Other Forms: 23 -10 -2020

Mentoring/ Co-ordinators

• 13P AS     13L  RHT        -AJ
• 13A AD    13S AHW      -GT




