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This booklet is published by the 5 local authorities that work together in the Central
South region: Bridgend, Cardiff, Merthyr Tydfil, Rhondda Cynon Taf and Vale of
Glamorgan. Although the information is correct at the time of publication, the local
authorities reserve the right to make any adjustments where this is necessary to
enable them to comply with changes in policy and/or legislation.

Contact details:
For further information please view your local council websites:

Bridgend County Borough Council
www.bridgend.gov.uk

Cardiff Council
www.cardif.gov.uk

Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council
www.Merthyr.gov.uk

Rhondda Cynon Taf County Borough Council
www.rctcbe.gov.uk

Vale of Glamorgan
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
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Your child may already have been identified as having special educational needs.
They may be receiving extra support in school to help them in their learning, or they
may have a statement of special educational need. The approach to supporting
children who have difficulties with learning is changing. The Welsh Government has
passed new legislation, called the Additional Learning Needs (Wales) Act, and
Additional Learning Needs (ALN) Code, which will replace all of the legislation and
guidance about special educational needs.

The purpose of this booklet is to explain the new legislation, and how this will

change the way that schools will work with you to identify and support your child’s
needs.

Your local authority has produced a step by step guide to support you in raising
concerns regarding your child’s learning. Visit your local Family Information
Services (FIS) to access the guide or for more information and advice.
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As part of the Additional Learning Needs Educational and Tribunal (ALNET)
(Wales) Act 2018 the Welsh Government has replaced the term ‘special
educational needs’ (SEN) with ‘additional learning needs’ (ALN).

However, the definition of ALN will be very similar. It will cover those who:

4 have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of
others of the same age or

4 has a disability for the purposes of the Equality Act 2010 which prevents
or hinders him or her from making use of facilities for education or training
of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream
maintained schools or mainstream institutions in the further education
sector.

The Act introduces a clear duty on local authorities to support you as
parent/carers and your child to contribute to the planning for additional learning
needs.

‘Information and transparency are key to empowering individuals,
providing them with greater clarity about what to expect, how to
participate and how to access help’.

This includes:
v" Having regard for the child’s, young persons and

Parent/Carers’ views and feelings
v Promoting participation in decision making

v" Providing information and support













































































































